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The spies who brought this information to
Leicester were not aware, or did not tell him, that
with the convoy of provisions between two and
three thousand fighting men, the flower of Parma's
army, were marching up to the beleaguered city ; and
Leicester considered he had done all that was neces-
sary in ordering Sir John Norris with two hundred
horsemen, and Sir William Stanley with three hun-
dred pikemen, to hold the ground between the east
gate of Zutphen and Warnsfeld, and to intercept the
approaching convoy.

Sir Philip Sidney was not included in the commis-
sion, nor were his brothers Robert and Thomas, nor
the Earl of Essex, Lord Willoughby, Sir William
Pelham, Sir William Perrott, Sir William Russell,
and the other cavaliers, some fifty in all, who, as
soon as they heard that there was fighting on hand,
hurried up, of their own accord, to take part in it.
Sir Philip had fully equipped himself, but, when he
was joined by Sir William Pelham, who had not time
to find his leg-armour, he rashly threw off his own
cuisses that they might run equal risk.

The morning of Thursday, the 22d of Septem-
ber, was so misty that nothing could be seen ten
paces off when the small English force heard the
rumble of waggons and the tramp of horses in the
distance. Suddenly the fog cleared, and the five or
six hundred Englishmen found themselves con-
fronted by five times as many Spaniards, Italians,
and Albanians, and saw that they were within range
both of the great guns which played from the ram-
parts, and of the still more effective muskets handled